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Invasive Species

A species that is not native

and whose introduction 

causes, or is likely to cause, 

harm to the environment, 

economy, or human health. 



òThey arenõt evil in and of themselves. 

They just donõt play so well with 

others , and proliferate ostentatiously. 

Many arenõt even meant to be part of 

the habitats they now maraud across, 

but thanks to human meddling, they 

ended up there, then got bossy 

about it. ó 

~Frank Bruni

NY Times 4/22/2013



Nuisance Species

A species that is native and 

can cause harm. In most 

cases, they are just 

bothersome . 



Overview

ÅZebra mussels

ÅRusty crayfish

ÅMute swans

ÅCanada geese

ÅMuskrats

ÅBeavers



Zebra Mussels    *Invasive



Zebra Mussels

ÅAttach to docks, boats, rocks, and 

other mussels

ÅImpact fish 

populations

by altering 

the food 

web



Characteristics

ÅTriangular shells with a flat ventral 

side

ÅUp to one inch in length

ÅStriped



Prevention

Michigan Restricted Species

It is illegal to possess, introduce, 

import, sell, or offer live zebra 

mussels.


